Adverse Response to Intravenous Drugs. By J. Watkins and A. Milford Ward; Grune and Stratton, N.Y.; Academic Press (London); £8.20; p. 188; 240 x 150. This book is a collection of papers, most originating from a symposium held at the University of Sheffield Medical School in June, 1977.
The general tone is directed towards adverse responses to anaesthetic agents, muscle relaxants and plasma volume expanders, but is comprehensive enough to have wider interest.
Chapters are divided into four sections. The first three papers serve as an introduction, covering the pharmacokinetics of intravenous drug administration, a general discussion of clinical aspects of adverse responses and a presentation of statistical aspects of reactions to thiopentone and Althesin. The second group of papers deals with the incidence of adverse reactions to intravenous anaesthetic agents and plasma substitutes. The third and largest section concentrates on the mechanisms of adverse responses. This section focuses on Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. Vll, No. 4, November, 1979 aberrant effects of intravenous agents, particularly those of an allergic nature. Factors affecting histamine release, the effects of prostaglandins and the nature of the stress response to anaesthesia and surgery are discussed in detail. It is of interest to note the absence of any consideration of variations in pharmacological response due to inappropriate dosage. Inadvertent overdose is probably a much more prevalent phenomenon than anaphylaxis. The fourth section of this book discusses testing for, and management of adverse reactions. A detailed description of intradermal testing is provided.
This small book has numerous references to the aspects of adverse responses that are covered and brings together much of the current thought on this controversial subject. D. P. CRANKSHAW. , 140 x 215. Commonly known by its eponym, "Norris and Campbell", this book is produced to "provide essential information for the undergraduate and resident and for specialist nurses working in the theatre and intensive care unit". It has now entered its fifth edition in 15 years. This fact, alone, attests its popularity with those for whom the book is intended and with those who recommend it to them.
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In view of such success, any criticism may seem to be carping. Nevertheless, the introductory chapter on "Basic Concepts" provides only a sketchy background to the understanding of anaesthesia. Its expansion, together with that of the chapter on equipment, would seem worthwhile.
Notable omissions in the book include any discussion of neonatal resuscitation in the 8ection on Obstetric Anaesthesia. This deficiencv i, compounded by there being no organised discussion of Paediatric Anaesthesia.
